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Finnish engineers’ biographies of language use and register development in 
multilingual contexts 
 
English is gaining ground in Finland and it is widely used as a lingua franca particularly 
in professional settings (Leppänen & Nikula 2007, Virkkula 2008). In this light, Finns 
face many challenges when moving from educational contexts to those of professional 
life, which is characterized by globalization, transnationalisation and multilingualism, 
and where English has become a necessity and a key asset for many. An ethnographic 
approach (e.g. Rampton 2006) and the study of biographies of language use reveals how 
individuals’ identity construction varies across these contexts and how this is linked with 
their trajectories of language socialization.   

In this presentation I will discuss some preliminary findings of my ongoing 
doctoral study on Finnish engineers’ biographies of language use and identity 
construction as users of English in education, work practice abroad and working life. 
From within a discourse analytic (e.g. Blommaert 2005) framework informed with 
interactional sociolinguistics (Gumperz 1982) I will focus on engineers’ spoken and 
written interactions in workplace settings from the point of view of personal 
characteristics and register use. To gain a holistic view of these interactions, I will also 
briefly introduce the participants’ emic views of them. My aim is to study how engineers 
through the use of linguistic resources develop registers and construct identities. 
Furthermore, the goal is to situate these single events of language use with the 
participants’ biographies.  
 
Blommaert, J. 2005. Discourse: a critical introduction. Cambridge: Cambridge  

University Press. 
Gumperz, J. 1982. Discourse Strategies. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
Leppänen, S. & T. Nikula. 2007. Diverse uses of English in Finnish society: Discourse- 

pragmatic insights into media, educational and business contexts. Multilingua, 
26(4), 333-380. 

Rampton, B. 2006. Language in Late Modernity. Cambridge University Press. 
Virkkula, T. 2008. Työntekijöiden kokemuksia englannista yritysmaailman yhteisenä  

kielenä. In Leppänen, S., T. Nikula & L. Kääntä (eds.) Kolmas  
kotimainen. Lähikuvia englannin käytöstä Suomessa. Tietolipas. Helsinki: SKS.  
382-420.  

 

mailto:tiina.t.virkkula@jyu.fi

