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This paper aims to introduce select findings of the study of Russian-speaking students from 

Estonia and CLIL pedagogues teaching those students in Estonian. The use of CLIL (Content 

and Language Integrated Learning) in the Russian schools of Estonia has considerably risen in 

the last decade mostly as a result of preparations for an ongoing education reform. In accordance 

with this reform to the legislation of Estonia, as of September 2007, all Russian-medium upper 

secondary schools of the state started their transition to a partial Estonian language instruction 

which is required to reach a minimum limit of 60 per cent by September 2011.  

The study was conducted just about some months before implementation of the education 

reform. The main goal of the study was to explore the students’ and CLIL teachers’ attitudes 

towards different aspects of learning and teaching in a non-native language and to reveal the 

differences in the beliefs of CLIL and non-CLIL students. The participants included 815 ninth 

grade students and 30 teachers. The student sample was based on stratified random sampling and 

is representative of CLIL and non-CLIL students from socio-linguistically different regions of 

Estonia. The CLIL pedagogue sample was not based on probability sampling, though it includes 

teachers of different school subjects. 

The present paper focuses on highlighting study participant opinions towards the 

following issues: whether or not they find CLIL method effective and suitable for everyone; 

what subjects they consider the easiest and what subjects the hardest to study in a foreign 

language; how comfortable they feel about learning or teaching in a non-native language; what 

are the main positive and negative sides of CLIL in their opinion. The results of the study will be 

discussed in the light of Estonian context but also compared to the findings of Finnish research 

in this field.  
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