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Narratives in an investigation of language resources and agency of three Sami 
generations in Northern Finland 

 
This paper presents the main theoretical and methodological framework as well as the 
narrative data of my dissertation that investigates indigenous Sami languages and 
their speakers in Northern Finland from a multilingual perspective. The study is part 
of the Northern Multilingualism Project funded by the Finnish Academy (2008–2011). 

The presented study has a multidisciplinary theoretical and methodological 
framework employing (critical) ethnography, (critical) discourse analysis and 
narrative analysis in studying individual language resources and their effect on 
individuals’ voice and agency. I am especially interested in how the (truncated) 
competence of indigenous minority language affects the person’s possibilities to act 
as a member of the community, but also how the competence of other languages 
affects person’s agency in a globalized world. This paper focuses particularly in the 
assets and challenges of narrative as a theoretical and methodological concept, and 
narrative interviews as data.  

Sami families in the Northern Finland have always lived a multilingual life in 
a multilingual environment with multiple minority Sami and national major languages. 
However, the sociolinguistic situation has changed rapidly in Northern Finland– as in 
the whole North Calotte area. There has been a rapid language shift from minority to 
majority languages in only two generations, but also a flow of new global languages 
due to e.g. globalized media and a growing tourism industry in the area and larger 
scale changes in the political, economic and cultural processes in the Nordic societies. 
Narrative interviews of three generations offer interesting micro level viewpoints to 
these changes. 
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